
Blocking Out a Screen

Cutting Paper to Print OnCutting Paper to Print On
1.  Find the comprehensive for the screen printing (marker drawing). 

2.  Measure from left edge of the image to the right edge of the image and add 1 inch.

3.  Measure from the top edge of the image (including the registration mark) to the bottom edge (include the 
registration mark here too) and add 1 inch.

4.  Choose paper to print on. Don’t use the same color of paper as ink that will be used when printing. Select at least 
25 sheets of paper.

5.  Use the manual paper cutter to trim 25 sheets of paper down to the size determined earlier. 

6.  When cutting, do NOT attempt to cut all 25 sheets at once! It won’t work… cut 2 or 3 at a time.

Blocking Out a Screen
1.  Gather supplies: grab the scrap paper box from the drying shelves near the 
press, 2 inch masking tape from behind the screen printing ink, and the screen 
with stencils already adhered. 

2.  Position the �rst sheet of paper 
around the stencil so that it can be at 
least 1½ to 2 inches from the edge of 
the image. Doing this will allow plenty 
of space for tape and empty space 
around the image. If possible, overlap 
the paper with the wooden frame too 
so there is less to block out.

3.  Tear one long piece (one long one is 
stronger than a few short pieces) of 
tape that is the length of the edge that 

will be covered. Position the tape so 
that half of the tape is on the paper and 
half is on the screen.

4.  Now choose another piece of scrap 
paper to cover the area of the screen 
next to the one that was just covered. 
Remember to use a long piece of tape; 
try to overlap with the frame, and this 
time, overlap with the other sheet of 
paper. Also when taping it down, use 
half on the screen and half on the 
paper.

5.  While blocking out, cover any seems 
where the paper overlaps and 
anywhere else that ink could leak 
through. Anywhere that paper does 
not overlap the frame should be taped.

6.  When everything is covered and 
blocked out, smooth down all the tape. 
When printing, if the tape is up, not only 

will the ink leak in that area, but the squeegee may catch and case a leak.

7.  Once everything is �nished and blocked out, it’s not a bad idea to have someone more experienced look over the 
screen. A well blocked out screen will make things much smoother when printing.
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